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PUBLIC SUMMARY 

 

Innovation ecosystems represent multilayered networks of different types of collaboration. 

Knowledge flow and creative collaboration on the network level builds on micro-level individual 

interactions. In order to promote effective investments into European Research Infrastructure 

innovation ecosystems, we need to build a clear understanding of the social capabilities and 

networks that such ecosystems rely upon, and the effect of participation in joint activities on 

the development of these capabilities.  

Understanding such spillover effects of capability development is important for both the 

organization of innovation ecosystem initiatives and the long-term sustainability of such 

networks. To this end, this project explores how innovation ecosystems contribute to building 

micro-level social capabilities and practices for effective innovation collaboration in an open 

and responsible manner. 

The research project is organized around three novel inquiries into the micro-foundations of 

European Research Infrastructure innovation ecosystems.  

First, we examine how ecosystem actors identify and leverage social and societal connections 

in pursuing innovation opportunities, and how these capabilities are affected by participation 

in the ATTRACT student programs in Modalities A and B.  

Second, we examine how knowledge flows and creative interaction is structured in the social 

networks of ATTRACT actors in these programs, broadening understanding of how dispersed, 

democratic networked innovation can take shape over time. Finally, based on initial results, we 

will co-design an intervention study to enhance capability development in selected networks, 

extending understanding of leveraging co-design in joint capability development in leveraging 

European Research Infrastructures. 

Taken together, the project will yield new scientific knowledge on effective identification of 

social and societal connections for technological and science-based innovation opportunities, 

on typologies of social networks supportive of effective dispersed and networked innovation, 

and on how engaging with European Research Infrastructure innovation ecosystem activities 

can enhance social capabilities for subsequent collaborative innovation activities. In addition, 

the generated insights form the basis for an open-access. 
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